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The Editor,   
 
 
Sir,  
 I request that the following matter may kindly be published in your esteemed daily: 

Sorghum Prices to Remain Stable – Sell upon Harvest 

Sorghum (Sorghum bicolor) is a vital life-sustaining food crop for human being as 

well as for livestock in many parts of world. It is one of the major staple foods for the 

world’s poorest and insecured people. It is emerging as the fourth most important crop after 

rice, wheat and maize. Sorghum is cultivated widely throughout the tropical, subtropical 

and temperate regions. It forms the staple diet of the poor people of the world located 

especially in Africa, Asia, America and Australia. In other countries it is used as fodder, 

cattle feed and as an industrial raw material. 

In 2011-12 globally, sorghum was cultivated in area of 37.85 million hectares with a 

production of 58 million tonnes of grains with an average productivity of 1.53 tonnes per 

hectare. During the same period India had a total area of 6.32 million hectares under 

sorghum with a production of 6.01 million tonnes of grains with an average productivity of 

950 kg/ha. In India, Maharastra (3.26 million hectare), Karnataka (1.14 million hectare), 

Rajasthan (0.55 million hectare), Madhya Pradesh (0.36 million hectare) and Tamil Nadu 

(0.20 million hectare) are the major sorghum growing states. In Tamil Nadu, sorghum is 

cultivated for grain and fodder purposes. Nutritionally sorghum grain contains about 10-12 

per cent protein, 3 per cent fat, 70 per cent carbohydrate and 2 per cent crude fiber. 

In Tamil Nadu, major sorghum growing districts are Dindigul (29.15 thousand 

hectare), Coimbatore (23.11 thousand hectare), Tiruchirappalli  (25.05 thousand hectare),   

Salem (17.39 thousand hectare), Karur (16.05 thousand hectare),  and Tirupur (11.97 

thousand hectare). Tamil Nadu is the traditional home of the largest number of traditional 

sorghum varieties. The major landraces cultivated in Coimbatore and Tiruppur surrounding 

 



areas are Periya manjal Cholam, Manjal cholam, Kari cholam, Karareddu cholam, CSH5, 

and Vellai cholam. 

Sorghum can be grown in Kharif (July – November), Rabi (October –February) as 

well as summer (January- April) seasons. The area under the grain sorghum is gradually 

declining due to its low demand for food and low price. The area has come down from 7.2 

lakh hectares in 1970-71 to 4.96 lakh hectares in 1998-99 and 1.98 lakh hectares in 2011-

12. It is being replaced by maize in many districts, which gives higher return due to better 

market price. In many areas sorghum is raised as fodder crop. 

Under these circumstances, back office of Agro Marketing Intelligence and Business 

Promotion Centre (AMI&BPC) in Centre for Agricultural and Rural Development Studies 

(CARDS), Tamil Nadu Agricultural University has analyzed the wholesale prices of cholam 

that prevailed during the last 10 years in Tiruppur regulated market to provide market 

intelligence for the major sorghum growing districts. Current price of sorghum is Rs.18.50 

per kg. The back office of AMI-BPC analyses revealed that the price for the sorghum grains 

would be Rs.18-20 per kg during November-December 2013. Last year price during harvest 

was around Rs.16.50 per kg. Accordingly, farmers are advised to take up their selling 

decisions. There are limited chances for the prices to increase until February 2014. Hence 

farmers are recommended to sell sorghum upon harvest.  

For further details contact: 

Domestic and Export Market Intelligence Cell, 
Centre for Agricultural and Rural Development Studies, 
Tamil Nadu Agricultural University, 
Coimbatore – 641 003. 
Phone: 0422-2431405 

For Technical Details please contact: 

The Professor & Head,  
Department of Millets,  
Tamil Nadu Agricultural University, 
Coimbatore – 641 003. 
Phone: 0422-2450507 
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bgWeh;/                                   njjp: 4-12-2013 
Mrphpah;/  
 
 
Iah/  
              fPnH Fwpg;gplg;gl;Ls;s bra;jp tptuj;jpid j';fsJ nkyhd ehspjHpy; 
gpuRhpf;FkhW md;g[ld; ntz;Lfpnwd;.  

nrhsj;jpd; tpiy epiyahf ,Uf;Fk; mWtil bra;jt[ld; tpw;ft[k; 

 cyfpd; bgUthhpahd gFjpfspy; nrhsk; kpf Kf;fpa czt[g; gapuhFk;. ,g;gaph; 
cyfpYs;s ViHfs; kw;Wk; ghJfhg;gw;w kf;fSf;Fk; kpf ,d;wpaikahj czthFk;. 
bey;/ nfhJik kw;Wk; kf;fhr;nrhsj;jpw;F mLj;jgoahd ehd;fhtJ kpf Kf;fpa czt[g; 
gapuhFk;. btg;g/ kpj btg;g kw;Wk; Fsph;gpunjr';fspy; tsuf; ToaJ. Mg;gphpf;fh/ 
Mrpah/ mbkhpf;fh kw;Wk; M!:jpnuypah ehl;L ViH kf;fspd;  ,d;wpaikahj czt[ 
jhdpag; gapuhFk;. nkYk;/ ,g;gapuhdJ kw;w ehLfspy; fhy;eil czthft[k;/ 
bjhHpw;rhiyf;fSf;fhd \yg;bghUs;fshft[k;  gad;gLj;jg;gLfpwJ. 

 2011-12 elg;g[ Mz;oy;/ nrhskhdJ cyfstpy; 37.85 kpy;ypad; vf;lhpy; 
gaphplg;gl;L/ 58 kpy;ypad; ld;fis cw;gj;jp bra;jJ. nkYk; ,jd; cw;gj;jpj;jpwd; xU 
vf;lUf;F 1.53  ld;fshFk;. ,nj Mz;oy; ,e;jpahtpd; nrhsg;gaph; gug;gst[ 6.32 
kpy;ypad; vf;luhft[k;/ cw;gj;jp 6.01 kpy;ypad; ld;dhft[k; kw;Wk; cw;gj;jpj;jpwd; xU 
vf;lUf;F 950 fpnyhthft[k; ,Ue;jJ. 

 ,e;jpahtpy; mjpfkhfg; nrhsg; gaphplg;gLk; khepy';fshf kfhuh#;ouh (3.26 

kpy;ypad; vf;luhft[k;)/ fh;ehlfh (1.14 kpy;ypad; vf;lh;) ,uh$!;jhd; (0.55 kpy;ypad; 
vf;lh;)/ kj;jpag;gpunjrk; (0.36 kpy;ypad; vf;lh;) kw;Wk; jkpH;ehL (0.28 kpy;ypad; vf;lh;)  
tps';Ffpd;wJ. 

 jkpHfj;jpy;/ nrhskhdJ czthft[k;/ fhy;eilfSf;F jPtdkhft[k; 
gad;gLj;jg;gLfpwJ. nrhs jhdpaj;jpy; 10-12 rjtPjk; g[ujr;rj;Jk;/ 3 rjtPjk; 
bfhGg;g[r;rj;Jk;/ 70 rjtPjk; fhpkr;rj;Jk; kw;Wk; 2 rjtPjk;  ehh;r;rj;Jk; ml';fpa[s;sJ. 

jkpHfj;jpYs;s/ jpz;Lf;fy; khtl;lj;jpy; (29.15 Mapuk; vf;lh;) gug;gstpy; 
gaphplg;gLfpwJ. nkYk; nfhaKj;J}h; (23.11 Mapuk; vf;lh;)/ jpUr;rpuhg;gs;sp (25.05 Mapuk; 
vf;lh;)/ nryk; (17.39 Mapuk; vf;lh;)/ f+h; (16.05 Mapuk; vf;lh;) kw;Wk; jpUg;g{h; (11.97 Mapuk; 
vf;lh;) Mfpa khtl;l';fspy; bgUthhpahf nrhsk; gaphplg;gLfpwJ. 

jkpH;ehlhdJ ghuk;ghpa nrhs tpijfspd; jhafkhf  tps';FfpwJ. nfhak;g[j;J}h; 
kw;Wk; jpUg;g{h; Rw;Wtl;lhug; gFjpfspy; ghuk;ghpa ,uf';fshd/ bghpa k";rs; nrhsk;/ 

 



k";rs; nrhsk;/ fhupr;nrhsk;/ fhuhbul;L nrhsk;/ CSH5 kw;Wk; bts;isr; nrhsk; nghd;w 
ghuk;ghhpa nrhsg;gaph;  tiffs;/ bgUkstpy; gaphplg;gLfpwJ. 

jkpH;ehl;oy;/ ,g;gapuhdJ Kf;fpakhf fhPg; gUtj;jpYk; ($%iy – etk;gh;)/ ugp 
(mf;nlhgh;- gpg;uthp) kw;Wk; nfhilf;fhyk; ( $dthp- Vg;uy;) Mfpa gUtj;jpYk; gutyhfg;  
gaphplg;gLfpwJ. nrhsg; gaph; gaphplg;gLk; gug;gsthdJ/ btFthf Fiwe;J bfhz;nl 
tUfpwJ. ,jw;F fhuzk;/ ,g;gaphpd; njit Fiwe;jjhYk;/ Fiwe;j tpiy 
nghd;witfns MFk;. nkYk;/ ,jd; gaph; gug;gst[ 1970-71y; 7.2 ,yl;rk; vf;lhpy; ,Ue;J/ 
1998-99y; 4.96 ,yl;rk; vf;luhf Fiwe;J kw;Wk; 2011-12y; 1.98 ,yl;rk; vf;luhf Fiwe;J 
tpl;lJ. ,t;thW Fiwe;J tpl;l gaph; gug;gstpy;/ khw;Wg; gapuhf mjpf ,yhgk; jUk; 
kf;fhr;nrhsk; gaphplg;gLfpwJ. gy gFjpfspy; nrhskhdJ jPtdg; gapuhfnt 
gaphplg;gLfpwJ.  

,e;j NH;epiyapy;/ jkpH;ehL ntshz;ikg; gy;fiyf;fHfj;jpy; ,a';Fk; ntshz; 
tpw;gidj; jfty; kw;Wk; tzpf Cf;Ftpg;g[ ikaj;jpd; gpd;;g[y mYtyfk;/ fle;j 10 
tUl';fspd; jpUg;g{h; bkhj;j re;ijapy; epytpa nrhsk; tpiy tpgu';fis Muha;e;jJ. 
Ma;tpd; Kotpy; tUfpd;w etk;gh; Kjy; ork;gh; khjk; tiu nrhsk; tptrhapfSf;F xU 
fpnyhtpw;F +.18-20 fpilf;Fk; vd vjph;ghh;f;fg;gLfpwJ. fle;j tUlj;jpd;/ ,nj 
khjj;jpy; (etk;gh;-ork;gh;) tpiyahdJ xU fpnyhtpw;F +.16.50 Mf ,Ue;jJ.  
jw;nghija tpiyahdJ xU fpnyhtpw;F +.18.50 Mf cs;sJ. tUfpw gpg;uthp khjk; 
2014y; tpiy Fiwat[k; tha;g;g[ ,Uf;fpd;wJ. vdnt/ tptrhapfs; mWtilahd 
nrhsj;ij tpw;gid bra;a[khW ghpe;Jiuf;fg;gLfpd;wdh;. 

nkYk; tptu';fSf;F bjhlh;g[ bfhs;s :‐ 

 cs;ehl;L kw;Wk; Vw;Wkjp re;ijj;  jfty; ikak; / 
 ntshz; kw;Wk; Cuf nkk;ghl;L Ma;t[ ikak;/ 
 jkpH;ehL ntshz;ikg; gy;fiyf;fHfk;/  

nfhak;g[j;J}h;-641 003.  
 bjhiyngrp: 0422-2431405 

bjhHpy;El;g tptu';fSf;F bjhlh;g[ bfhs;st[k; :‐ 

nguhrphpah; kw;Wk; jiyth;/ 
rpW jhdpa';fs; Jiw/ 
jkpH;ehL ntshz;ikg; gy;fiyf;fHfk;/ 
nfhak;g[j;J}h;-641 003. 
bjhiyngrp vz;: 0422-2450507 
 

kf]fs] bjhlh]g[ mYtyh] 


