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The Editor,

Sir,

| request that the following matter may kindly be published in your esteemed daily:

Sorghum Prices to Remain Stable — Sell upon Harvest

Sorghum (Sorghum bicolor) is a vital life-sustaining food crop for human being as
well as for livestock in many parts of world. It is one of the major staple foods for the
world’s poorest and insecured people. It is emerging as the fourth most important crop after
rice, wheat and maize. Sorghum is cultivated widely throughout the tropical, subtropical
and temperate regions. It forms the staple diet of the poor people of the world located
especially in Africa, Asia, America and Australia. In other countries it is used as fodder,

cattle feed and as an industrial raw material.

In 2011-12 globally, sorghum was cultivated in area of 37.85 million hectares with a
production of 58 million tonnes of grains with an average productivity of 1.53 tonnes per
hectare. During the same period India had a total area of 6.32 million hectares under
sorghum with a production of 6.01 million tonnes of grains with an average productivity of
950 kg/ha. In India, Maharastra (3.26 million hectare), Karnataka (1.14 million hectare),
Rajasthan (0.55 million hectare), Madhya Pradesh (0.36 million hectare) and Tamil Nadu
(0.20 million hectare) are the major sorghum growing states. In Tamil Nadu, sorghum is
cultivated for grain and fodder purposes. Nutritionally sorghum grain contains about 10-12

per cent protein, 3 per cent fat, 70 per cent carbohydrate and 2 per cent crude fiber.

In Tamil Nadu, major sorghum growing districts are Dindigul (29.15 thousand
hectare), Coimbatore (23.11 thousand hectare), Tiruchirappalli (25.05 thousand hectare),
Salem (17.39 thousand hectare), Karur (16.05 thousand hectare), and Tirupur (11.97
thousand hectare). Tamil Nadu is the traditional home of the largest number of traditional

sorghum varieties. The major landraces cultivated in Coimbatore and Tiruppur surrounding



areas are Periya manjal Cholam, Manjal cholam, Kari cholam, Karareddu cholam, CSH5,

and Vellai cholam.

Sorghum can be grown in Kharif (July — November), Rabi (October —February) as
well as summer (January- April) seasons. The area under the grain sorghum is gradually
declining due to its low demand for food and low price. The area has come down from 7.2
lakh hectares in 1970-71 to 4.96 lakh hectares in 1998-99 and 1.98 lakh hectares in 2011-
12. It is being replaced by maize in many districts, which gives higher return due to better

market price. In many areas sorghum is raised as fodder crop.

Under these circumstances, back office of Agro Marketing Intelligence and Business
Promotion Centre (AMI&BPC) in Centre for Agricultural and Rural Development Studies
(CARDS), Tamil Nadu Agricultural University has analyzed the wholesale prices of cholam
that prevailed during the last 10 years in Tiruppur regulated market to provide market
intelligence for the major sorghum growing districts. Current price of sorghum is Rs.18.50
per kg. The back office of AMI-BPC analyses revealed that the price for the sorghum grains
would be Rs.18-20 per kg during November-December 2013. Last year price during harvest
was around Rs.16.50 per kg. Accordingly, farmers are advised to take up their selling
decisions. There are limited chances for the prices to increase until February 2014. Hence
farmers are recommended to sell sorghum upon harvest.

For further details contact:

Domestic and Export Market Intelligence Cell,

Centre for Agricultural and Rural Development Studies,
Tamil Nadu Agricultural University,

Coimbatore — 641 003.

Phone: 0422-2431405

For Technical Details please contact:

The Professor & Head,
Department of Millets,
Tamil Nadu Agricultural University,
Coimbatore — 641 003.
Phone: 0422-2450507

Public Relations Officer



SUBIPET (B CovarmemT emol) UsDSEmEN&:SL&LD
Camwwysgrt - 641003

(povsaTeuIr 6. CETVEBSTLW, Ul6TE R, QeremaBud): 0422 - 6611302
wésaT GIGTLTY Sysyeusui & Blaifl: 0422 - 2431821
Gugrflwi (2-Lpailwed) (Bleot soT 6B & 6D: pro@tnau.ac.in
QummT, GCsdl: 4-12-2013
o Aflwi,

sowr,

&6y @EOuLOU Rarer  Gewd alleursdlemer smgstsy GCuevrsr mreflsfla
Ulraiflé@wmm gyeryLsir Gevsoar (hié Gmeat.

Cemensdlenr alemev Flemouwrs @l(msELw ML tswiga ar allhea

2 suélear Clumeurflursr uGdlsafle Cerarw Bls (&Slw 2 soreyl UWlTTGLW. @UUWT
2 ElQYATET TEMPSAT WHMID UTSSTUUND WSEERSGSW W& @larMmuwrs o 6T e @SL.
Clms0, GaTgymL LHMID WSETECETTSSING IHSSURWTET HT6T&TG V& (p&SWw 2 suoTa U
vilgr@go. Glalu, Blg Gaiu womw GalillrCsenaala) aears onipwd). YOGS,
Y Awr, 96lufléasr wppw oy mdlGralwr mT () gmy wésaflar  @laPlusmwwrs 2 6ore)
greflwy  uvllgrgw. GCuayw, EUOullrrarg wom HTHSGElY STEHML 2 6T0T6UM S,
CsTPIMETmVESERESETT eLpsuUGlu (maT&aTTE&D UWaTUBISSUUGRISINS).

201112 mLoy oyeoipey, Gemerwrergy o a&amail) 37.85 lesllwerr  eTéLIfe
udflLoul @), 58 Wlsbsdlwerr Leatgemem 2 MUSS GClFwsg). Cuaw Bisear 2 NUsHSSImeT s
THELGEG 153 Larear@w. @6s oymipd Ghdwralar GeraTiuwli urlueare) 6.32
Blevedlwenr sT&ELITSW, 2 MUSS] 6.01 Wleedlwesr LeTarrsan WHML 2 NUSSIGSMeT (1
TEL (S5 950 S1GaTsur &a i @) mHSS).

@idlurailey gdlswrest Gerary uvwlflLiu@y wrhlomssTTs wasTTTalerT (3.26
Blevsdlwerr eTSLITSOD), STHTLET (1.14 Wlevedlwesr 6T&LMT) @irmeoeugment (0.55 wlsvsdlwent
sT&LIT), WSSWOITCHEWw (0.36 Wlevalwss sT&ELMN wWHMIL SBIPGETH (0.28 WBlevsdlwedT 6TELIT)
eleT miG 6T me).

sblyssdle,  CeTeTwTaTs — 2 MTAUTSOY,  STRMLSERSE & UGTOTSD
vwaTuBssUuBSIng). Gerer oraflugdle 10-12 sgafew yrssssew, 3 &6 sw
OaT(uyses8IWD, 70 5565 GW SflLEFSSID LHMIL 2 FSOT SV HTTEFSHD YL BISIWETETSY.

siblypssdlaarear, Slmiblésn wralLsdle (2915 ouilfn deLi)  urluaTalls
v ALOUEEIMG). Cuayn CaETwWSETT (23.11 gilTw T&L), Smedlymiuearaf] (25.05 gy uilyw
T&LIT), Gaauwd (17.39 QyuilTd 6T&LIT), Semi (16.05 yuilgwd 6T&LIT) wmmih Slmu T (11.97 gyuilyn
sT&LIT) yslw wra Lmsafle tumarflurs Gerard uWflLOUGISING.

sblysrLrarg urguuflu Gerear allmgsaflar srwsawrs alarmGSnsg). CamwbySs T
wymw Seiyr sopalLrrl ugdlsafle urguuflu @lremsstrer, Guflw wehsar Camerw,



wehsar Gamerw, srfléGararw, srorbly’H Garearw, CSHS wnmw Gleuarsnarg Camer Gumem
urguurflw Gerariuwili susngsear, Glumwearailsd LWflLUUBSIMSY.

sUlPET s, @Uullrrarg WéSlwwrs & U UGLSSIL (geme — maubur), Ful
(266Lmui- Gloreuf)) tmmib CamemLs&meud ( seteurfl- 67UTe) oy&lu UmISSHIID UT6IT &L
udflLou@dIma). Carery vl vWflLouGw uTUueTeuTeTSy, CleuGTs GemmEg GlemsTGL
umSlng. Elene erreauw, QUuwlflar GCome GOMHSSTYW, GOmES alime
GurarmeneugGear oy @. Gy, @lgear uwili urtueare) 1970-716 7.2 @l &w &L @)(Hhs),
1998-9960 4.96 G sw THLITS Gomhg LN 2011-1260 1.98 @l W THELITS GDMES)
il Lg). @asurm @mmig ol udlr urluearaile, Lrmpl vwlgres 9dle Gleruw &@mw
wssTEGarard  LWALOUGEIDG). U UGdlsafled Garmetwrears & susary  UWilgTsGey
vl ou@Sma).

Blis @ublamauwl, sBIRETEH GausTreamenwl UDSMNESYSSSIE BlumiGw Geersoar
ailpusmeTs Sssus) LHMIL sustifle 2ma@Gailuy muwsdlear Ularyn aans, sLks 10
aurLmIGaflar SlpuyT Curss shmswle pluallw Cerarn ailama aluTsGmaT YTTUIhSS.
Qa6 (Wienilsh aimElETM HEIBUT (PSHE lp&FWUT LTS ey Carard alaFTWsERGS (b
&lGurallme 5.18-20 &l &G erer  THTUTTSESULOSING). SLHS auBLSSlaT, BICSs
WTSSHD  (BUDUT-&DUT)  allmawrarg @ SHeuralng 516.50 o6 BIHHSS).
snGurmew allemawrsarg &, SCuralng en18.50 o6 o aarg). a@séln Uliraud] wrsw
201450 eflemev  Gemmweyw WOy EYwsSlaing). TGy, eileugTuilgsT 9 miemLWITsT
GCarergems allmusner Glewwwrm) uflisisnrsas0UbdlsTmenti.

Cuayd aileugmigsEmsE GerTLiy G&Tearer -

2 e (h LYWL THNIWS] FHMSS G660 MWL ,
Geusmmsoat LHMID 26176 GLUTL (R QW6 MHOWLD,
SUIPGT (B CovarTemTsmol) UsD&6meudsLaLD,
Camwwyssgrr-641003.

GleremaGudl: 0422-2431405

Q& ruledmi u alougmigEns@ CeTLTy QaTaTaTaw :-

GurrAflwir LML Semeveur,

fm sreflusiser gemm,

SUIPGT (B CovarTemTsmol) UsD&6meussL&LD,
Camwwysgrr-641003.

GleremaGud] stemr: 0422-2450507

wsseT ClGTLTYy gaysusoT



